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Welcome to Small Groups at Third City Christian Church!  
 
Small Groups are a place that community is fostered and people grow in 
relationship with Christ and with each other. Third City has a long history with 
groups. In fact, it the church itself started as a small group in the 1960s. 
Today, the impact of those few faithful people has a reach across Grand 
Island, throughout Nebraska and extends worldwide.  

Small Groups are not new to “the church”. The Bible provides a great model of groups 
through Jesus and His twelve disciples. First, it shows us that Jesus is the ultimate leader. 
While you are stepping into a leadership role, we need to remember that Jesus is the leader 
of us all (2 Chr 13:12). Second, it shows us the purpose of our groups. The purpose is to grow 
the church. We do this through reaching out to our friends, neighbors, and coworkers and 
inviting them to experience community with us. Finally, we see the intentionality of Jesus 
bringing twelve people into his group as well as having an inner circle of 3 (Lk 6:13, Mk 5:37, 
9:2).  

Groups do come in all shapes and sizes, but twelve people is a standard size for our groups. 
Once a group has reached 12 or more people there are a couple options available. The first 
option is to launch a new group. When the time is right, someone in your group may have the 
ability or desire to step out in faith to launch a new group. The second option is to subgroup. 
In other words, meet as a large group for your study curriculum, but when it comes to 
discussion and prayer, split into smaller groups of 4-6. This allows intimacy to grow within 
your group while it remains large. Jesus also teaches us that having a core group of 3 is a 
great model of sharing in accountability. Accountability is relying on a person(s) to help you 
through struggles, and to be a partner for mutual growth (Pr 27:17). 

We see in scripture several instances where the early church grew as a result of coming 
together in community, in homes and being intentional about meeting together:  

• They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. Acts 2:42-47 

• Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. Acts 5:42 

• And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25 

We are with you in this journey and hope and pray that your group will have eternal impact. 
Before you begin, we ask that you abide by a covenant or a promise that you will uphold that 
vision and purpose of Third City Christian Church. Small Groups are the place where people 
grow in their faith and can live out their faith through service to others and loving one 
another as Jesus has loved us.  Please read through the covenant and sign when you are 
willing to begin this journey.  
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Small Groups at Third City Christian Church are communities of believers growing together in 
Christ. This is accomplished through structured lessons and by teaching Bible based 
curriculum. Small groups share common values, living in their faith, sharing in life, fellowship 
and prayer. It is an environment where people are caring and being cared for, encouraging one 
another, and reaching out to meet the needs of those around them. The ultimate goal is to 
become a thriving follower of Jesus Christ.  

TCCC Small Group Leader Covenant: 
As with all of the leadership roles at Third City, there are requirements of those who have 
been called.  

1. I have placed my faith in Christ alone for my salvation, having been buried with Him in 
baptism and raised again in salvation through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  

2. I am a member of Third City Christian Church. 
3. Those who lead in the church (e.g. small groups) are held to the standard that is 

written in Ephesians 4:17-5:20.  
4. I understand that I am held to a higher responsibility as a leader. (James 3:1) 
5. I commit to lead my group, connect with one another in community, grow through the 

discussion and application of God’s Word, and promote an environment of service and 
care for one another. 

6. I commit to attend Small Group Leader Gatherings and keep in touch with the Small 
Group Ministry. 

7. I commit to become a thriving follower of Jesus Christ by worshipping, serving and 
growing with His body of believers. 

8. I commit to shepherding members of my group through prayer, encouragement, 
discipleship and fellowship.  

9. I commit to being a coachable team player 
10. I commit to do my best to keep a consistent meeting times to encourage community, if 

not, I will be sure to talk to the small group ministry about finding help or other 
options. 

TCCC Small Group Ministry Commitment to You 
1. We will support you as a leader through ongoing coaching and ongoing training and 

development. 
2. We will provide curriculum to support your group for their knowledge and application 

of God’s Word. 
3. We will develop tools and resources that will help you lead well as a leader and host. 
4. We will build and promote your group through our website, small group directory, and 

regular connection points. 
5. We will regularly pray for you and your group members. 

By signing below I indicate that I am in agreement with and committed to Third City Christian 
Church and its Small Group Leader Covenant.  

Signature  

__________________________________________________________________________  

Printed Name _________________________________________    

Date ________________________ 




