
SMALL GROUPS: WORSHIP-SERVE-GROW 

Small Groups at TCCC 
Welcome to Small Groups at Third City! You have stepped out in faith and believed 
that God can and will use you by participating in a small group. This is an exciting 
time for you! We want to introduce you to some basic fundamentals of groups that we 
believe are important at Third City. Please read through the information carefully as 
we believe it will help you deepen your relationship with Christ as well as become a 
more effective group leader.  

Small Groups are for those people who are desiring a deeper relationship with Christ, 
Christian community and for those who want an environment to live out their faith to 
worship, serve and grow. As a group member or leader, it is important to know that 
my function is not to change people, but rather welcome them into an environment 
that is able to produce people who are passionate about God, His mission and His 
people. We meet in small groups for a number of reasons. Some of the reasons for 
small groups are that they are shown to be the best environments to grow in His 
word, develop relationships with other believers who will encourage and pray for you, 
and challenge and encourage you in your personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  

Spend enough time around Third City and who will hear about the importance of 
Worship, Serve and Grow. These are no less important in Small Groups, but rather 
they are the ideal place to live them out. I want to introduce each of these concepts 
to you and help you understand what they look like in small groups. These are the 
basic building blocks of a small group at Third City: 

Worship 
Paul says Romans 12:1, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act 
of worship”.   

Worship is an alignment of my heart, my soul, and my mind with the will of God. 
Worship happens anytime we intentionally seek out God. This happens when we sing 
in church on Sunday morning, it happens when we pray with a friend asking God’s 
guidance, it happens when we serve the poor or the widows. It happens when we 
intentionally turn away from the ways of the world toward a God who loves us deeply 
and desires the best for us.  

In small groups, we want to spur one another on in this. We grow closer to Christ as 
we study His word, learn the principles of what Jesus taught and how they apply to 
our lives and how the truth of scripture affects who we are as a man, woman, or child 
of God.  

Worship is lived out in groups when we are moving toward God.  



Serve 
We were never meant to sit idle. Christ came to serve others and so should we. The 
apostle Peter writes in 1 Peter 4:10, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 
When we serve, we become the hands and the feet of Christ to those around us. We 
have a real opportunity to share the gospel not only by our words, but also our 
actions.  

Why do we serve as groups? Think of your group as a living entity. If a group is only 
defined by coming together and doing a bible study, then we are missing the big 
picture of what Christ desires for us. We recommend that everyone in the group 
serves in an area that would be considered a strength as well as the group serving 
together collectively on a quarterly basis whether it would be in the community or in 
the church.  

Grow 
Growing together is the heart of building community. The early church understood this 
well, and we should too. Luke writes in Acts 2:44-47, “All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone 
who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people.” 

When you are growing with one another it is because you have come to understand 
the importance of meeting with your group. Every group decides on how often they 
will meet, regardless what you choose it is important to know that the commitment 
to share in everything like the early church did requires that we know what is 
happening in one another’s lives. If I don’t see or talk to a group member for a month, 
I don’t know what is happening in their life.  

We encourage groups to “Do Life Together”. This is shown to be fruitful throughout 
the scriptures. The simple ingredients in growing together are found in the 59 “One 
Another” verses found through the New Testament (See card that is included). As you 
look over and think about this list, think about how your small group can echo what 
Christian community was originally intended for.  

One Anothers (attached) 

Leader Agreement/Affiliation Form (attached) 

Small Group Covenant (attached) 



FAQ 

What is a small group?  
Small Groups are gatherings of people, typically 4-12, for the purpose of building and 
strengthening relationships with Christ and with one another.  
  
When/where do small groups meet? 
Small Groups meet in homes and in the church throughout the week. We want to keep 
Sunday mornings as a time of family worship, so we do not provide traditional Sunday 
school options for adults.  

What is the purpose of small groups? 
Small Groups are a reflection of what the church is meant to be. We come together to 
worship God through prayer and the reading of his Word. We serve one another, the 
body and our community through our actions and the abilities that God has uniquely 
gifted each of us with. Finally, we come to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pt 3:18). It is through these pillars that small groups 
become a reflection of the church, making an impact on those around us.  

What is my responsibility in a small group? 
We all play a role in our small groups. Our responsibility involves being a present and 
active part of the group. You have a unique role in the group that you are in. Allow 
God to use you in this way. Allow others to encourage you and challenge you to grow 
in the Lord just as you are encouraging and challenging others to do the same. 
Ultimately our aim should be to sharpen one another in a way that changes us to be 
more like Christ. 

As Jesus stated in the Great Commission (Mt 28:18-20), “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 

What does it mean to “Go and make disciples”? 
We all have a role to play in building the church. Jesus is the foundation, but he has 
tasked us with taking the truth of the gospel into our world. We are meant to tell our 
friends, our family, our coworkers about Jesus. This is why worship, serving and 
growing are so important. It is through these that we align ourselves with the Christ’s 
mission and purpose in order to fulfill the great commission. 

How do I know I am “making disciples”? 
This is a question that many have asked. The best way to know if I am making 
disciples is if those I am investing in are making disciples also. You see this is a 



process that doesn’t end or begin with you. It’s a process that translates through 
generations and continues to make an impact well beyond you or I. 


