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INTRODUCTION- Our “Why”   
LOVE•unlimited  

Of all of the descriptions of the characteristics of God, the most startling may be that 
God is LOVE•unlimited.  Love is the WHY! 

God shows us in the story of Abraham’s command to sacrifice his son Isaac, the extent 
that God would one day go to prove His love to us (Genesis 22).   

David and the Psalmists describe God’s love as unfailing or UNLIMITED (Psalm 13:5, 
18:50, 21:7; 26:3, 31:6, 32:10, 33:18 and 22).   

Jesus states that the greatest command is to love God and to love people (Mt. 22:39).  
Throughout his ministry, he taught us about a God of love unlimited.  Jesus tells stories 
about a father who loves his Son but is willing to sacrifice him for his people (Mark 12).  
He teaches us to love our enemies in Luke 6:27 ff. Virtually every thing that Jesus said 
and did in his earthly sojourn, was infused with the loving actions of God toward us. 

John, one of is best friends and key disciples, goes the furthest of all his followers to 
describe Jesus as the personification of love.  He includes in his writings possibly the 
most well known statement about God of all time:   

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. Jn. 3:16   

God— the loving father— took our sins to the cross as Jesus became the true sacrifice 
for our sins-  

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 1 Jn. 3:16 

God wants us to know that his is a LOVE unlimited, and He calls us to live out love 
toward each other!  He gave his followers this command in John 13:34: “A new 
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.”  

LOVE•unlimited IS OUR PROMISE 

This study accompanies a series of messages taught at Third City Christian Church in the spring of 2018.  
To listen to the messages, you can go to the sermon archives at thirdcitychristian.org and look under the 

title: LOVE•unlimited. 

http://thirdcitychristian.org


“HOW” 

The following three elements or commitments show how our church will be 
unstoppable force living out LOVE•unlimited in the world. 

The mission of Third City Christian Church is to WORSHIP God, to SERVE Him 
with our lives and to GROW as followers of Jesus Christ.  In a very broad way, 
worship, serve and grow describes HOW we can accomplish love individually and 
corporately. 

Are you willing to develop your capacity to receive and give love? 

How successful do you want our church to be at loving the world without limits? 

1.  WORSHIP without limits 

INTRODUCTION 

Def:  Worship 

Ps. 29:2- Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the 
splendor of his holiness. 

Mt. 4:10-  It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’ 

Rom. 12:1- Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, 
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 
true and proper worship. 

gr: Proskueo- To revere one as over all 

gr: Sebomai- To awe and to honor 

gr: Latreuo- To serve  

Some relegate worship to an event or a building.  As if being at a certain place is 
what matters most. Some identify certain actions:  Occupying a seat at a church 
on a Sunday morning,  lighting a candle, crossing themselves, raising hands in 
singing.  While those can be healthy expressions, they are not worship in 



themselves.  The music in a corporate service that is followed by the preaching. 
An entire style of music has been labeled "praise and worship”.   Another style is 
labeled “sacred.”  While music can be a method of worshiping God, notice Jesus 
does not mention it with the woman. The only time we ever see him around 
singing is when he sang a hymn with is disciples at the conclusion of the last 
supper.  Adapted from Rooted, pg. 203 

Is there a place or an experience where you seem to be most able to worship 
God? 

Why is joining others in a worship experience important? 

CASE STUDY 

In John 4 Jesus explains to a woman what it means to worship without limits. 
Notes from the sermon:  

Why is it so important for Christians to worship? 

John 4:1:  Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more 
disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left 
Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a 
town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s 
well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.   

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 
8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a 
Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate 
with Samaritans.) He did something that surprised her.  

1.  Worship brings me to the place of recognizing my need for God’s help  

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 
have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have 
nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater 
than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 
livestock?”  

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t 
get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”  



16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 17 “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus 
said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”  

2.  Worship is where God’s Spirit deals with the Truth about Me  

3.  Who (or what) I worship defines me 

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”21 “Woman,” 
Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 
Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”  

4.  Worship responds to his WORTH 

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.”26 Jesus told her: “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one 
asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”  28 Then, leaving her water jar, the 
woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I 
ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him. 

5.  Worship changes me into His life-giving source 

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with 
them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers 42 They 
said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 

Observations about worship … 

1.  What are we showing God when we are willing to reveal our 
true selves to Him, and how is that related to worship? 

2. Who needs worship more?  God or us? 



We worship the Lord for the same reason we charge 
our phones: We need it.  Joe McKeever 

3.  There are good ways and wrong ways to worship… 

What false narratives did the woman have regarding worship that people still have 
today? 

How do false assumptions about worship impede people from responding in worship? 

When does the woman talking with Jesus recognize that He is the One that we must 
worship? 

Why is it important to deal with the truth about ourselves as we present ourselves 
before God? 

Is repentance an important prerequisite to worshipping God? 

Telling others about our hope in Christ is a natural outflow of the person who worships 
Him.   

What was the basic message the woman took you her people about Jesus?   

What kinds of descriptions do you use in describing who Jesus is? 

Going Deeper 

See: Churchleaders.com/Three Worship Tips That are Easy to Forget- Jamie 
Brown 

It is the never-ending goal of a church with love to move the people who are a part of 
the church beyond the “consumer” mentality that permeates our culture.  A worship 
“consumer” mindset can create negativity and criticism.   

Negativity is cancer to your culture. Consistently negative people are often selfish 
people who “offer” themselves in order to satisfy an emotional or ego need, not a 
Kingdom-building need. As such, a common by-product of negativity is divisiveness.  

On the subject, the apostle Paul instructs, “If people are causing divisions among you, 
give a first and second warning. After that, have nothing more to do with them.” (Titus 
3:10 NLT) Yikes! As severe as those words are, it goes to prove how important unity is 
in our team culture. 

To me, it comes down to understanding that the local church is the house of God, not 
the “restaurant of God.” And in a house, we serve. 



I pray that we stir each other up to keep the main thing…the main thing. May the 
resources we’re blessed with simply be tools to advance the cause of Christ in our local 
churches. May we find the greatest treasures in each other as we bring the Gospel to 
the world. And may we realize that the root in our hearts determines the quality of fruit 
we all desire.  


